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Dates for your Diary

SATS week.
Year 6

18th May KS2 Science day (Marjons)

should be

20th May KS2 Swimming

highly

23rd May DMAT meeting (TBC)

praised for

26th May Girls Cricket years 5/6

their exemplary attitude and
commitment this week. I have
been impressed by their

27th May Tea party for the Queen’s Jubilee
30th May Half Term

determination to do their best In

7th June Return to school (Tuesday)

tackling all their papers. Thanks

7th June Phonics Screening

should also go to Mr Walkerdine

9th June Taster session Foundation

for preparing the children so
well and cooking them a lovely
breakfast each day!
Parent forum

10th June Forest School Toddler Session 6
weeks
10th June Reception and Year 1 Multi-skills day
(9.45-12 Bere Alston)

Heartwarming thanks to the

13th June Tempest Class photos

small group of parents who

15th & 16th June St Joseph’s Yr 6 transition
days

attended—your contributions
were highly valued. We

16th Seth’s Run

discussed what we have

16th June Taster session Foundation

achieved so far in terms of
curriculum, communication and
improving the learning
environment. Schools should be
constantly on a trajectory of
improvement: we are

17h June Forest School Toddler Session 6
weeks
22nd June Work shop under the sky Brentor
Common( Whole School day out)
23rd June Taster session Foundation

determined to provide your

24th June Forest School Toddler Session 6
weeks

children with aspirational and

24th June West Devon Aquathlon (3,4,5,6)

enriching learning
opportunities.
On May 23rd senior leaders
from Dartmoor Multi Academy
Trust are holding an informal
meeting for parents. This will
be an opportunity for you to
meet them and ask any

30th June Sports Day pm
30th June Taster session Foundation
1st July Forest School Toddler Session 6
weeks

Ph
ot
o 4th, 5th, 6th July Tavistock Yr 6 transition days

7th July Swimming gala
11th July Barton Hall 5/6 week

questions about the Trust. I will

18th– 19th July Launceston Yr 6 transfer Ds

confirm the time as soon as

21st July Leavers assembly

possible.

22nd July End of term

After half term the school will be holding a reading meeting to discuss
“Read, Write Ink”, our approach to reading and our new reading scheme.
It will be held directly after school and childcare will be available.

Volunteers
Dates 2022-2023

After half term we would like
to begin having volunteers in
school. It will be lovely after
the limitations of covid to
welcome people back into
school.

Mon 5/9/2022 Training day
Tues 6/92022 Training day
Wed 7/9/2022 Start of year
Mon 24/10/2022 Half Term
Mon 31/10/2022 Back to
school
Mon 19/12/2022 Christmas
Holiday

Our grounds need a lot of weeding and it would be great to start
a gardening club to tidy and sort our beautiful gardens, Also
regular reading support would be very helpful. If you would like
to volunteer to run a gardening club or hear readers, please
contact Mrs Jinman so we can organise a DBS. If you feel there
are other clubs you could offer or help in another way please
contact us.

Mon 2/1/2023 Training Day
Tues 3/1/2023 Back to school
Mon 13/2/2023 Half Term
Mon 20/2/2023 Back to school
Mon 3/4/2023 Easter Holiday
Mon 17/4/2023 Training Day
Tues 18/4/ 2023 Back to school
Mon 1/05/2023 Bank Holiday

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
On Friday 27th May we will be
holding a special afternoon tea to
celebrate the Queen’s jubilee. The
children will have scones, jam and
cream. During the afternoon they will
be playing traditional games and
singing the National Anthem.
Please can you ensure your child is still bringing a coat
to school each day.

Mon 29/05/2023 Half Term
Mon 5/06/2023 Training Day
Tues 6/06/2023 Back to school
Fri 21/07/ 2023 End of Term

Seth’s Run
Tawny Owls are very keen to organise a sponsored
run for the whole school in memory of Seth. The run will
be on the 16th June. We will divide the money raised
between CLIC and a lovely bench for our garden.
Further details to follow.

Internet safety
Our pupils are growing up in a world of ever-changing technology. While we feel
that the use of technology is a largely positive aspect of modern life, we cannot
ignore the risks that can be associated.
Throughout school we aim to teach children about the impact of cyber-bullying
and what to do if they have been affected. All classes have been studying internet
safety this term and I think it is important to make parents aware of the areas that
are addressed

•

to be vigilant when communicating online recognising that people may not
always be who they say they are and to be sensible about what they share.

•

to tell an adult they trust if something is upsetting them.

•

to question the reliability of information given through a web based source.

•

to search responsibly for information while using internet browsers.

ttp://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
We understand that much of our pupil's use of the internet will occur at home,
away from the school filters. Below are a list of useful websites, advice and resources that you may find helpful when navigating the issue of online safety with
your child. At the bottom of this page are resources that your child can directly
access as well to help them learn about online safety.

Useful resources
Thinkuknow http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
Thinkuknow is an education programme from the National
Crime Agency’s CEOP Command. Since 2006, it aims to ensure
that everyone has access to this practical information – children, young people, their parents and carers and the professionals who work with them.
Internet Matters A comprehensive web resource with a wide array of tips and advice on how to navigate the online world with your child. Some of their guidance
we attach below but you can find even more by visiting the link.
National Online Safety https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platformguides/National Online Safety's mission is to make the internet a safer place for
children. They aim to do this by equipping school staff, parents and children with
the knowledge they need to understand online dangers and how best to react
should an incident arise. The link above provides up to date information about a
wide variety of social media apps and platforms your child might be using.
NSPCC http://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/shareware/The NSPCC are the first to admit that the internet is amazing. Children can
play, learn, create and connect - opening up a whole world of exciting possibilities. But with the digital world changing all the time, how can you make sure your
child’s staying safe? That’s where the NSPCC come in. Whether you’re an online
expert or you’re not sure where to start, their tools and advice will help you keep
your child safe.
Childnet http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
Childnet International is a registered UK charity that aims to make the internet a
safe place for children and young people. Packed with resources it is a great resource for parents.
CEOP http://ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
Child Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) is part of the National Crime Agency and their website can be used to report if you are worried about online abuse or
the way someone is communicating online.
BBC https://www.bbc.com/ownit
The BBC have a website and app called OWN IT . The website has a lot of content
for children to help them navigate their online lives, and the free smartphone app
comes with a special keyboard which can intervene with help and support in the
moments that children need it the most.
A guide to Apps & Social MediaThe number of apps and social media channels your child
could be exposed to grow all the time, as does an app's functionality. We recommend you
visit Net Aware to read the latest and most current advice on over 70 apps to ensure you
know what they do, how you can limit their features as well as recommended age restrictions.https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
The apps included are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fortnite
Instagram
Snapchat
YouTube
Minecraft
Clash of Clans & Clash Royale
Kik
Friv
Dubsmash
Wink
YOLO
TikTok

And many, many more...

Little Owls
This week we have had a fantastic time learning and exploring ponds. Fortunately, we
have had some warm sunshine which has enabled us to take our learning outside
again.
To develop our teamwork skills, the children had to ‘cross the pond’ without touching
the water using various apparatus surrounding them. The children worked amazingly
together, making sure everyone was safe and that everybody had crossed the pond. It
is special to see them working as a team – they are growing up!
This week we have had the chance to look and learn all about Monet’s ‘Lily-Pad’
painting as a stimulus, which ties in with our learning of the week, ‘all about ponds’.
Children used the colours from the original piece, and experimented with texture –
using a sponge - to create some beautiful pieces of art.
The children have been practicing their skills counting from 0-20. We have counted
lily-pads as we have jumped from each one, we have made a long number line and
sung lots of songs all to do with counting. Our counting skills are always improving, and
the children’s attitude to work is fantastic!
Writing in Little Owls has taken off. I have been so impressed with the quality of work
produced, and the children have been extremely proud of their hard work. This week,
we have been writing about what we have had for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and
what a variation it was! Children in Nursery are continuing to develop their writing skills
by practicing their name and making lists.

Barn Owls
In Forest School we continued our learning about birds. We talked about
the different shapes, sizes and colours of eggs and then made our own to
put in our nests. Barn Owls created some beautiful eggs for their nests.
We also had fun exploring and playing in the woods.
Beautiful work in English this week. We’re continuing writing sentences for
our recount letter, so next week we can plan and write our very own letter
independently!

Tawny Owls
This week in Tawny Owls we have had the pleasure of having Year 5 children
join us each morning due to SATs. We all continued our focus on our Flotsam
book, within English. Today we completed our Practice Write and next week
we will be planning and writing our Invent piece of writing all about the
magical and mysterious creatures that live under the sea!
Within our Art lessons this week we explored colour through flowers. We
studied and discussed Van Gogh's very famous piece 'Sunflowers' before
experimenting with colours in order to create our own detailed floral-based
pieces.
In our Relationship and Health Education session this week, we explored
choices - including how to make good or bad choices and the
repercussions of our choices or actions.
In support of this, within our Computing lessons we discussed how to keep
our information safe online and this included a focus on exploring safe and
secret passwords.
Next week we are looking forward to another visit to Marjons University on
Wednesday, in order to explore Space and the stars within our Solar System
further!

Eagle Owls
Key Stage 2 SAT Celebrations
This week, the Year 6 children in Eagle Owls have been taking their end of Key
Stage 2 SAT assessments in Maths, English, Reading and Spelling, Punctuation
and Grammar. They have blown me away in terms of their amazing positivity and
determination to show the strong, confident learners they are. Along with the daily
morning breakfast in class each morning, we celebrated yesterday with a cake or
two! Thank you to all the Year 6s – you are fantastic.
Computing - Online Safety and Communication
Continuing with our sequence of Computing learning, the children have today been
focusing their learning on understanding different types of online communication as
well as how messages can be misinterpreted including the use of emoji, memes
and GIFS in messages. The children came up with their own messages and we
discussed how they could be interpreted or misinterpreted by a third party. Some
great discussions. Well done Eagle Owls.

