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What a wonderful week we had had to end the 

year at Milton Abbot. The performances were 

fantastic with every child a ‘star’. 

Yesterday was such a lovely day and confirmed 

what a special community Milton Abbot is. The 

sportsmanship and fun of  Sports day followed by 

a lovely picnic on the front lawn and our special 

leaver’s assembly.  

Thank you for all of your kind words, gifts and 

messages. I have taught and led thousands of 

children over the last forty years, but your      

children have been very lovely and will remain in 

my heart.  Everyone who visits Milton Abbot  

immediately senses what a special place it is. 

This is not only down to the children, but also the  

amazing staff who have worked so hard to make 

sure your children are safe, valued and taught 

well. It has been a very difficult year and they 

have kept the school going ensuring the well 

being of everyone. 

I hope you enjoyed looking at your child’s work. 

They are very proud of their achievements and 

the changes we have made to the curriculum. 

They have worked so hard and take pride in their 

learning. I know this is going to continue under 

the fantastic leadership of Mrs Paton.              

Milton Abbot will benefit so much from being part 

of Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust, not only in 

terms of management and finance, but also for 

opportunities for the children.  

Have a safe and hopefully sunny holiday. 

Mrs Court 

A special thank you to the lovely Mrs Court who will be leaving Milton Abbot today. Her   

contribution to all aspects of school life is immeasurable, both as a Teaching Assistant and 

as a Teacher. I have never known anyone so organised, so caring and such a fantastic 

teacher. She has nurtured her class through a difficult year and is held in high esteem by 

everyone. Lydford are very lucky and will benefit greatly from her skills. I know she has 

made some plans with Miss King for joint visits with the children. We wish her every        

success.  

Dates 2022-2023 

Mon 5/9/2022 Training day 

Tues 6/9/2022 Training day 

Wed 7/9/2022 Back to school  

Mon 24/10/2022 Half Term 

Mon 31/10/2022 Back to school 

Mon 19/12/2022 Christmas     

Holiday 

Mon 2/1/2023 Training Day  

Tues  3/1/2023 Back to school 

Mon 13/2/2023 Half Term 

Mon 20/2/2023 Back to school  

Mon 3/4/2023 Easter Holiday  

Mon 17/4/2023 Training Day  

Tues 18/4/ 2023 Back to school 

Mon 1/05/2023 Bank Holiday  

Mon 29/05/2023 Half Term 

Mon 5/06/2023 Training Day  

Tues 6/06/2023 Back to school 

Fri 21/07/ 2023 End of Term 



Performance  

All the children were amazing! They had very little time to practise and every single performance 

was fantastic, particularly when classes are so small.  

 

Message from the governors 

As we end another academic year I thought it would be a good time to give a little Governor 

update. Back in January 2021 the Governing Body made a strategic decision regarding mov-

ing the school forward and, as part of that, decided to investigate: - 

Stay as a stand alone maintained school 

Join a co-operative  / federation 

Join a Multi Academy Trust 

This was a huge undertaking that would allow us to improve outcomes for children, staff to 

access high quality professional development and enable the school to look outwards and 

become more innovative. As a board we undertook to do visits and research and decide to 

hear a presentation from 3 MATs. This was very illuminating and it was very obvious that the 

Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust stood head and shoulders above the rest with their ethos and 

philosophy most matching our own. We all felt it would be a good match and to enable us to 

“try before we buy” the CEO Dan Morrow enabled us to go into a Management Partnership for 

a year before deciding. This would give them and us time to see if the ‘fit’ was right. As you 

will be aware DMAT have really come up trumps in providing excellent Leadership of the 

school and I would like to say a huge thank-you to Debbie Buckingham and Liz Underwood 

for their excellent School Improvement work and wish Lisa Paton the same success going 

forward.  I can confidently say that DMAT has been an amazing leap forward for our school 

and I hope that you as parents are hearing about some of the benefits from your children. 

There is regular communication from the Head, Read, Write Inc and lovely reading corners 

introduced, Trips and visits are happening and the curriculum has been over –hauled. Before 

we are able to move from a Management Partnership to fully join  DMAT there will be a man-

datory 6 week consultation period which will encompass all of your views.  A timeline for this 

has not yet been established but I will endeavor to keep all of you updated through regular 

input in newsletters. I wish you all a very happy summer break and look forward to seeing you 

back in September. 

 

Jane Byrne ( Chair of Governors) 



 

Sports Day 

We were so lucky with the weather and what a lovely event.  

Congratulations to Beech house!!  

Also, huge congratulations to Harry for winning the Mark Wicket cup and to Freddie for winning 

Seth’s cup for running excellence. Thank you so much for your participation.  



Leavers! 

After a busy week we held a special assembly to say goodbye to our lovely Year 6! 

From the entire Milton Abbot team we say goodbye and thank you for being such a wonderful 

group. 


