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Dear Parents and Guardians,
We have said a fond farewell to Mrs Maria Jones today and we hope we have thanked her for all her
commitment in style! This included treating her to tea and mince pies at Endsleigh House, surrounded
by their beautiful decorations and candles, after which she told me: ‘These are the BEST mince pies I
have ever had!’. The teaching team shared gifts and stories from the past eleven years and a lovely time
was had by all. We then ended the week with a thank you assembly, whereby the children helped
present Maria with the gifts bought from the donations received from families, including a plant and
tokens for Homeleigh, as she is a keen gardener. There was also something for Maria to sip at home as
she enjoys reflecting on another exciting and busy day working for the NHS! Goodbye, good luck and
thank you Mrs. Jones, you’ll always be a friend of Milton Abbot School.
School and Community Coordinator: Mrs. Emily Jinman
I am pleased to welcome Emily Jinman to the Milton Abbot School team. Emily will take up post as our
School and Community Coordinator from January, leading on administration and communication between
home and school. I am sure you will join us in making Emily feel very welcome as she learns the ropes.
Emily has a fantastic range of experience in roles that have required excellent standards of customer
care, financial knowledge and multi-tasking on a daily basis. As a Milton Abbot villager, she also knows
all about the need to wear wellies and bring a brolly as we meet and greet our families on a rainy Devon
day! Indeed, Emily is highly committed to our village and has been part of a number of projects that
include improving road safety, bringing allotments back to life and revitalising the playground equipment
behind the church. We will be excited to see how Emily can continue to lead community projects from
within Milton Abbot School – it would certainly be good to get the HOOT PTFA up and running in 2022!
Emily has two children currently attending Milton Abbot School, with a third soon to start pre-school,
and so she already appreciates the care and concern we aim to show our children and their families,
coupled with our drive towards great learning. Welcome aboard Emily – better never stops!
Contact Details
As Mrs. Jinman steps into role in the New Year, we thought it would be an appropriate time to ask you
to reflect on the contact details you have given school. It is important we have all the correct contact
details including any relevant emergency contact names and phone numbers. If you do realise there have
been some changes -please email via: admin@miltonabbot.devon.sch.uk with the subject marked ‘Contact
Changes’. Thank you.
Nerissa Dowling - Tutor
We have also been pleased to welcome back Ms. Nerissa Dowling, who the children remember as our
tutor from last academic year. Nerissa will drive our school-led tutoring program, mainly on a Monday
and Thursday, supporting small groups and individuals in class and during afternoon intervention as part
of our ongoing Covid lockdown recovery plan. Thank you for all your dedication to our pupils Nerissa.

Christmas dates next week:
Monday 13th at 14:00, Tuesday 14th at 14:00 and then at 17:30 is our Nativity for
Reception, Year 1 and 2. You should have had your ticket returned today (Friday 10th). This is
ticket only due to Covid restrictions. With your ticket were details listing the need to wear a
mask to this event.
Thursday 16th is Christmas Lunch and Christmas Jumper day. For wearing a Christmas jumper
please send in a chocolate donation if you can. These will go into our Chocolate Tombola basket.
Friday 17th – last day of term and chocolate tombola draw. Send in £1.00 for a lucky square.
Winning square takes home all the chocolate in the basket! Proceeds will go towards new playground
scooters.

Pupils return on WEDNESDAY 5TH JANUARY.
Heatree Outdoor Adventure Centre: Year 6 Residential
We are optimistic that the Year 6 residential to Heatree will be able to go ahead in 2022, just as it
did last year. It is such an important week for our oldest learners especially as they consider
becoming the youngest learners as they move to College, as it gives a final boost of self-confidence.
We will release letters in the new year with further information.
Children in Need:
Our Children in Need ramble raised over £128.00. A fantastic effort for a small school, so a big
thank you to our families for their very kind donations.
Christmas Tree Festival – as featured on Spotlight!
A big thank you to the children for their wonderful Christmas owls that featured on our Christmas
tree in Tavistock Church, which was then featured on the telly-box via Spotlight news – a final five
second frame to end the article. We have received many wonderful compliments. A huge thank you
to Mrs. Court who once again led this project with tireless energy and invested her own time in
displaying and de-displaying the tree.

Dartmoor Multi-Academy Trust: Curriculum Communities
Our School Subject Leaders have enjoyed collaborating with colleagues at other
local small schools with mixed age classes in ‘Curriculum Community’ Events. This is
an opportunity to discuss effective planning, engaging classroom teaching and
comparing standards of learning, which is so important to quality assure what we are
offering. These events are hosted by the Dartmoor MAT and we look forward to

more of the same in 2022. We have completed evaluation scrutiny of a number of subjects this
term, including Computing, Music, History and Geography from the wider curriculum, as well as our
continual focus on the core subjects of Reading, Writing and Maths. Thank you to our School
leaders, who go above and beyond to make Milton Abbot the best it can be. Our curriculum design
and overviews can be found on our school website: Subject Overviews - Milton Abbot Primary School.
Safeguarding at Milton Abbot School:
As the Christmas holidays beckon, we know that online games will be an exciting gift for many of our
children again this year, so once again we wanted to pass on some useful contact details for any
parents seeking advice about how best to manage this. We often say at school that the internet is
like a beach: it is full of exciting things to see and do, but there are hidden dangers to be aware of.
A great website for parents is: https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

As a team, we often consider how to keep improving and
updating our safeguarding systems and this includes online
safety. This term, we have trialed using ‘Kiddle’ by Google for
any internet research completed by the pupils and overall it has
been really helpful. Try: https://www.kiddle.co/

…
Celebrating Talent
We all love it when the children describe their special interests and talents beyond school, and we
always consider ways in which we can incorporate this into school learning. Please do encourage your
child to share such events with their class teacher. Indeed, a few weeks ago, Brooke in Eagle Owls
became the fourth best young climber in the whole of the United Kingdom at a tournament in
Southampton – so proud of you Brooke; you’re heading to the top (then back down again) then back
up (then back down again) then…sorry, a climbing joke there. Well done Brooke and a big thank you
to your family for supporting all your efforts.

Tavistock Times Gazette reported: A YOUNG Milton Abbot girl has proved her mettle as an ace climber after
coming fourth in the top national competition for young climbers.
Brooke Shaw, who is 11, came fourth in her age group at the finals of the British Youth Climbing Series at the
weekend.
She secured her place after being declared South West Champion in the age nine to 11 category in the
regional heats held at climbing centres across Devon and Cornwall.

Netball team
The children of Eagle Owls competed in the small schools OCRA netball competition today. They played
with excellent team spirt and a healthy competitive nature and ended up in second place. Brilliant!

Design and Technology: Textiles!

Music: Rhythmic Notation!

History: Bringing the Past to Life!

Regular reminders: These pages contain information previously sent out
which we feel should be available on each newsletter.
Covid-19: Contingency plan on website:
Every school is required to have a Covid risk assessment and ‘outbreak management plan’ and
ours can be read via our school website: Covid 19 information - Milton Abbot Primary School. A key
Government focus is to avoid disruption to a pupil’s education where possible, whilst remaining
cautious and to get testing as soon as symptoms appear. We have ‘case thresholds’, included in
our plan, which break down what might cause us to revert back to ‘bubbles’ and limit mixing of
the children, etc. If your child has to self-isolate at any point, then we can offer remote
learning, providing they are well enough to participate. You may be aware via the media, that
the Government’s ‘Step 4’ guidance currently in place does not oblige schools to inform the
parent community if there is a positive case. This is because there has been a change in
systems which sees Public Health England manage cases via the NHS ‘track and trace’ team,

who will now make contact with anyone who needs to take further action as a result of this
positive test. The guidance to schools states:
“Individuals identified as close contacts are not required to self-isolate if any of the following apply:

•
•
•
•

they are fully vaccinated (e.g. at least 2 weeks after second dose)
they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months
they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial
they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Children who are unwell should not attend the setting and should remain at home until their acute symptoms resolve (+24 hours
for a fever).

•
•

IF these symptoms develop into cough, temperature, changes to taste and smell, should isolate and test.

IF test negative to COVID-19, still need to remain at home until at least 24 fever free and acute symptoms
resolved.
Parents and settings should not try and ‘second guess’ diagnosis – if they have the key symptoms, isolate and test.

We continue to apply hygiene routines in school and are following all advice concerning distancing to
minimise risk of transmission. I know that our families are taking this very seriously and I thank you
for continuing to be vigilant for symptoms and being highly cautious if you are concerned over your
child’s health.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-54145299 (this has a good BBC Video on Symptoms)

Contacting School: Please can all absences and requests for before/after school clubs be
directed to the office in the first instance, via phone preferably. Thank you.

Safeguarding at Milton Abbot School:
‘Everyone has a duty to safeguard our children and protect them from harm.’
Mr. Luxford is the Designated Safeguarding Lead for school and is deputised by Mr. Walkerdine.
Together, they lead the whole school team on safeguarding, ensuring all staff are vigilant in keeping
pupils safe and secure, and protecting them from radicalization or extremism. This is accomplished
through regular staff training including weekly scenarios and termly surveys. Our Child Protection
and Inclusion Governor is Jane Byrne, who is also our Chair of Governors, and she leads on challenge
to ensure that our systems are robust and effective. Please find a copy of our safeguarding poster
at the end of this newsletter. Further information, advice and signposting on a whole range of issues
can also be found on the ‘Safeguarding Circle’ on our school website: Safeguarding Circle - Milton Abbot
Primary School

