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Dear Parents and Guardians,
As we reach the end of a busy first half-term, there is no doubt that there has been lots to celebrate,
not least the confident way the children are discussing their reading, which continues to be a driving
focus. Thank you for all the time and support you are giving at home. It has been a delight to hear
individuals read, and I look forward to hearing even more after half-term. Our Chair of Governors, Jane
Byrne, also came to school earlier in the term to hear readers as part of monitoring standards and she
was delighted by the confidence and fluency on display from our youngest readers – better never stops!
There is also no doubt that this has been one of the most challenging terms during my time as
Headteacher, as it has for all schools across the South West, especially during Covid illnesses and the
need to support colleagues. I know I have drawn heavily on our parent community’s patience and support
in a way I have rarely done before and I don’t take this lightly. Thank you. Our priority as a team is
always the wellbeing and learning of our pupils, but we apologise if our usual standards in communication
could not be maintained at times. Having just returned from Covid myself, I thank the team for
continuing to lead with enthusiasm, commitment and care during my absence. Ever the optimist, I cannot
wait for the exciting learning and pupil growth we always see during ‘Autumn 2’. My very best wishes,
Mr. Luxford.
Parent Governor Opportunity:

The Governing Body at Milton Abbot Primary School are looking for a parent governor. Governors do not
need to be experts in the field of education, what is needed is an interest in the welfare of students together
with the time and willingness to be involved.
If you are interested in applying for the role or wish to receive more information please fill out the slip below
or contact the clerk to governors, Karen Yorke-Dunne, at clerk.miltonabbot@gmail.com or on 07515 635890.

Deadline for application: midday Friday 12th November 2021

Road Safety Week: 15th to 21st November
We will be supporting our fantastic village Road Safety Group again this
year – although every day should be about road safety, please drive with
care through our village and around our school. During Road Safety Week
the children will be learning about road safety rules from the police and
promoting the need to drive with care. There will also be a Walking Bus
through the village, which you are all welcome to join in and support.

Pupil Parliament – Halloween Craft Competition:
The children have voted in this year’s Members of the Pupil
Parliament (MPPs), who began the year by hosting a Halloween
Craft Competition and a non-uniform day. Thank you to
everyone who was able to send in an entry, they looked
fantastic and it made judging extremely difficult. The money
raised will be going towards new climbing equipment for the
middle playground – which is due to be constructed in the
Spring term. The Pupil Parliament were keen to ensure that
there was enough physical education opportunities for the
children during play times.

Dartmoor Multi-Academy Trust: Music to our ears!
We will be excited to welcome Bronnie Berryman into school next half-term. Bronnie is part of the
Tavistock College Music department and she will coming in to lead some lessons and leave
some exciting musical challenges for pupils to complete in class. Our music curriculum
design can be found on our school website: Subject Overviews - Milton Abbot Primary School.

Gymnastics at Milton Abbot School: we’re on a roll!
We are also excited to be welcoming Claire Duffin into school on a Wednesday to lead gymnastics
lessons, initially with Tawny Owls but then working with each class across school. Claire is a qualified
instructor and is part of the OCRA team. Through her expertise we will aim to inspire high levels of
physical control and coordination, as well as a love of gymnastics that we hope will last a lifetime.
The children will begin with mat work and different rolls before moving onto work at different
heights from the main apparatus. Once the children are ready, we will introduce an after school
gymnastics club with Claire taking the lead. Our gymnastics curriculum design can be found on our
school website: Subject Overviews - Milton Abbot Primary School.
Parents Evenings: Thank you to everyone who was able to ‘attend’ the parent consultations earlier
this week. Please remember to contact your child’s class teacher if you ever need information or
support.
Car park collection:
We will continue to operate drop off and collection arrangements as they
currently are. However, we will be trialling pick up arrangements from the
classroom, as long as we can be confident that everyone is able to socially
distance and feel safe. I will write to you early in the new term to confirm this.

Curriculum Snapshots from Autumn 1!

Guinea Pigs arrive in school – every child will have a chance to care for them as
the year goes by…

New Chromebooks and Google Earth
support our research and learning in
class…

Autumn poetry, which also enables us to show off our
amazing handwriting at Milton Abbot

Georgia O’Keeffe art work to improve our touch and
techniques…

Shadows in science involved accurate measuring and careful
use of equipment. Some great conclusions drawn by Tawny
Owls…

Eagle Owls art was based on the work of Louise Bourgeois
and the touch and technique of the children was superb…

Science involved dissection of lamb’s heart to discover
the inner workings…

Regular reminders: These pages contain information previously sent out
which we feel should be available on each newsletter.
Covid-19: Contingency plan on website:
Every school is required to have a Covid risk assessment and ‘outbreak management plan’ and
ours can be read via our school website: Covid 19 information - Milton Abbot Primary School. A key
Government focus is to avoid disruption to a pupil’s education where possible, whilst remaining
cautious and to get testing as soon as symptoms appear. We have ‘case thresholds’, included in
our plan, which break down what might cause us to revert back to ‘bubbles’ and limit mixing of
the children, etc. If your child has to self-isolate at any point, then we can offer remote
learning, providing they are well enough to participate. You may be aware via the media, that
the Government’s ‘Step 4’ guidance currently in place does not oblige schools to inform the
parent community if there is a positive case. This is because there has been a change in
systems which sees Public Health England manage cases via the NHS ‘track and trace’ team,
who will now make contact with anyone who needs to take further action as a result of this
positive test. The guidance to schools states:
“Individuals identified as close contacts are not required to self-isolate if any of the following apply:

•
•
•
•

they are fully vaccinated (e.g. at least 2 weeks after second dose)
they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months
they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial
they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons

Children who are unwell should not attend the setting and should remain at home until their acute symptoms resolve (+24 hours
for a fever).

•
•

IF these symptoms develop into cough, temperature, changes to taste and smell, should isolate and test.

IF test negative to COVID-19, still need to remain at home until at least 24 fever free and acute symptoms
resolved.
Parents and settings should not try and ‘second guess’ diagnosis – if they have the key symptoms, isolate and test.

We continue to apply hygiene routines in school and are following all advice concerning distancing to
minimise risk of transmission. I know that our families are taking this very seriously and I thank you
for continuing to be vigilant for symptoms and being highly cautious if you are concerned over your
child’s health.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-54145299 (this has a good BBC Video on Symptoms)

Contacting School: Please can all absences and requests for before/after school clubs be
directed to the office in the first instance, via phone, email or Mrs. Jones on Class Dojo.
Thank you.

Safeguarding at Milton Abbot School:
‘Everyone has a duty to safeguard our children and protect them from harm.’
Mr. Luxford is the Designated Safeguarding Lead for school and is deputised by Mr. Walkerdine.
Together, they lead the whole school team on safeguarding, ensuring all staff are vigilant in keeping
pupils safe and secure, and protecting them from radicalization or extremism. This is accomplished
through regular staff training including weekly scenarios and termly surveys. Our Child Protection
and Inclusion Governor is Jane Byrne, who is also our Chair of Governors, and she leads on challenge
to ensure that our systems are robust and effective. Please find a copy of our safeguarding poster
at the end of this newsletter. Further information, advice and signposting on a whole range of issues
can also be found on the ‘Safeguarding Circle’ on our school website: Safeguarding Circle - Milton Abbot
Primary School

