
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milton Abbot Primary School 

 
Newsletter 28th September 2020 Autumn 1, Issue 1 

www.miltonabbot.devon.sch.uk 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

A warm welcome back to EVERYONE – it was so good to see all our children on the first day back. I 

think we were all feeling a little apprehensive, children and teachers, but we soon got into our stride 

and haven’t looked back since. Of course, we welcome two new teachers to Milton Abbot School – Mrs. 

Baldwin and Miss Stansbury and hope they will be very happy as we move onwards ever onwards! Some 

things may have been adapted but one thing’s for sure, if you have a question then call Mrs. Jones and 

she will do her best to help! Best wishes, Mr. Luxford. 

Covid-19: For Latest Advice:  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-54145299 (this has a good BBC Video on Symptoms) 

 

Morning drop-off and after school collection: Thank you to our families for following the morning 

drop-off and afternoon collection routines, there have been numerous comments sent to the teaching 

team suggesting that this is working well for you overall. Please can I remind you to keep to the 

advertised timings: 

1. Our younger children in Early Years (Little Owls and Snowy Owls) are collected between 15:00 

and 15:15. 

2. Barn, Tawny and Eagle Owls are aiming to be on the middle playground at 15:15 ready for 

collection from 15:20. Please do not arrive before this time. If you arrive before 15:15 you will 

be in the middle of the Early Years flow, who at this stage of their schooling sometimes need 

more messages passed between school and home, and extra time to board their vehicle.  

3. At these busy times, please continue to be aware of other drivers and of course, please keep 

your driving speed low (5 mph) when in the car park for the safety of everyone. Thank you. 

 

Extended schools – breakfast and after school care: Several families are already attending our 

breakfast club (07:45 start) and after school care (15:30-16:30), which continue to be a drop-in 

service, though we would appreciate as much notice as possible please. The collection for both of these 

clubs is through the white gate by the front lawn and ring the bell at the green door, always 

minding the social distance requirements if other parents are already there waiting.  

 

Reading for knowledge, reading for pleasure: Mrs. Baldwin, as our new Early Reading Leader, has 

introduced a new phonics and reading scheme to school, called ‘Read Write Inc.’, which you may have 

heard of. We believe this will offer our youngest readers an even clearer route to reading success with 

its systematic approach that ensures the small steps soon build into big ones. Information will be going 

home very soon and we hope to offer some reading videos on our Google Classroom soon to help you at 

home. 

 

http://www.miltonabbot.devon.sch.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-54145299


Contacting School: Please can all absences and requests for before/after school clubs be 

directed to the office in the first instance, via phone, email or Mrs. Jones on Class Dojo. 

Thank you.  

 

Home learning: We have delayed the reintroduction of home learning at the start of the year and have only 

asked that you hear your child read and read to them in return, as often as possible. This delay is for several 

reasons, not least because we would like to introduce home learning on a digital platform (Google Classroom, 

see below) as part of our remote learning contingency plan, so that teachers, parents and pupils can get used 

to using it should any future lockdowns be introduced. You will receive a letter from your class teacher with 

operating instructions, but following a few teething troubles, we would now hope to get this running as soon as 

possible. 

 

Contingency Plan: As indicated above, all schools are required to have a contingency plan in the unfortunate 

event of future local or national lockdowns. This plan is mainly to cover remote learning and how we can 

continue to teach when the children are at home. Our plan is to use the digital platform ‘Google Classroom’. 

The children in each class will be organised into groups and the class teacher will stream live to them each 

morning, modelling the task before setting it as a learning activity to be complete and sent in by the end of 

the day. As described above, we hope to begin using this format for home learning tasks so that parents can 

get used to it before it is required during a lockdown. We will be issuing further information and set-up 

instructions for home as soon as we can. The plan will be available on the school website. 

 

Hot dinners: Thank you to everyone who has been able to support our hot dinner service this term already. 

Bridget has been doing a brilliant job as ever, especially so since our freezer went down at the end of August 

(that was a Saturday phone call I have been trying to forget – as is Mrs. Luxford who accompanied me to take 

on the smell of the heated and liquidized food as it leaked out of the broken freezer!). We are still awaiting 

delivery of a new freezer despite it being ordered in August! 

 
British Values – Democracy - Pupil Power Letter: Governors have been invited to send through to the 

Parish Council, who we have found to be very supportive previously, their concern at the speed of some drivers 

passing through our village, which has resulted in vehicles catching pedestrians walking on the narrow stretch 

of pavement as they walk. We will be asking our children to also write letters, to voice their concern in the 

hope that something can be done. Please take care when supervising your child through the village, thank you. 

 

Ready for every weather: Please ensure your child has a coat as the weather turns colder, as well as a water 

bottle with water in it each day. 

 

 


