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Welcome back! I hope you had a lovely Easter enjoying the sunshine. 

During the holiday extensive work has been carried out in the library, 

early years and outside areas as we 

continue the drive to improve the 

environment for learning across the 

school.  Your children have settled back in 

to school very quickly and have embraced 

our new curriculum. Next week each class 

will be producing a curriculum newsletter 

alongside knowledge organisers for  

several subjects. This will  clarify what they 

will be learning this half term– the 

knowledge organisers will detail the facts 

and knowledge for each subject, helping 

you to support your child in their learning.  

I am currently liaising with 

Dartmoor Academy Trust 

to arrange a parent’s 

forum with Dan Morrow. 

Accompanying  this 

newsletter is the latest information from the Trust. This illustrates the 

range of opportunities for children  and the range  of schools within 

the community  – I have been a Head for more than  twenty years 

and never have I felt more supported and privileged in my role to 

work with staff who support the school in every way and are willing 

to go the extra mile. I can appreciate parents are concerned about 

what the future holds for Milton Abbot, however all staff are 

committed and are determined to ensure the school continues to 

thrive. I am thrilled by the changes that have happened during the 

last six weeks and am determined to ensure all children receive a rich 

and challenging education and have a love for leaning.  

PTA I would love to resurrect a Parent Teacher Association, not just 

to raise money but to engage the whole school / village community 

in social events. It would be lovely to have a school fete in the 

Summer. I would like to hold a meeting on Wednesday  11th May at 

6.30 pm  for any interested parents. This would be combined with a 

parent’s forum to discuss the ongoing progress of the school and 

our vision for the future and it might even involve a  glass of wine!  

 
 

 

June 6th :  As the designated extra bank holiday  for the Queen’s 

platinum jubilee will be during the half term, the government have 

deemed that schools should take an extra day. Therefore children 

will be returning to school on the Tuesday 7th June.  



Parental feedback 

We are very aware that communication has 

been an issue across the school and the first 

parental forum helped us to shape initial   

improvements. We really value any feedback 

from all stakeholders at all times. If you have 

any concerns about anything please talk to 

us. Sustainable change is difficult and takes 

time, but as mentioned before there have 

been considerable changes within a short 

space of time and we are determined to  

ensure all aspects of school at Milton Abbot 

continue to improve 

 

Dates 2022-2023 

Mon 5/9/2022 Training day 

Tues 5/92022 Training day 

Wed 7/9/2022 Start of year  

Mon 24/10/2022 Half Term 

Mon 31/10/2022 Back to school 

Mon 19/12/2022 Christmas Holiday 

Mon 2/1/2023 Training Day  

Tues  3/1/2023 Back to school 

Mon 13/2/2023 Half Term 

Mon 20/2/2023 Back to school  

Mon 3/4/2023 Easter Holiday  

Mon 17/4/2023 Training Day  

Tues 18/4/2023 Back to school 

Mon 1/05/2023 Bank Holiday  

Mon 29/05/2023 Half Term 

Mon 5/06/2023 Training Day  

Tues 6/06/2023 Back to school 

Fri 21/07/ 2023 End of Term 

Little Owls 

What a busy week we have had in Little Owls! We have kicked off our summer term 
learning all about the life cycle of a butterfly! 

We have made butterflies out of a collage using tissue paper, practising our cutting 
and sticking skills. This was great fun, and we produced some lovely work to share 
with the Mummies and Daddies. 

This week we have had a real focus on our writing. Children in Nursery are preparing 
themselves by developing their fine motor skills, ready to write their name, and     
children in Reception are focusing on their writing using their blending skills.  

In Forest School, the children made leaf butterflies and explored the mud kitchen and 
all the new recipes to make delicious mud pies! 

Next week, we are continuing our learning on life cycles by looking at frogs, and even 
helping to grow our own tadpoles! 

Clubs 

This term has a slight change to clubs. 

Monday—Miss Jonas 

Tuesday—Miss Jonas 

Wednesday—Rounders with Darragh OCRA  

Thursday—Miss Jonas 

Friday—Dance with Miss Squire 

Miss Jonas will continue to run varying clubs, 

ranging from arts and crafts to exploring our 

beautiful woodlands. There is no set schedule 

so we can make the most of the good weather! 



Barn Owls 

What a fantastic start to the term!  
In Maths we have been concluding our work on 2-D 
and 3-D shapes by exploring faces, edges and vertices. 
Next week we’ll be learning about fractions!  
 
We’ve had a busy science filled week! We have      
concluded our work in materials by exploring which      
materials are magnetic and which materials are      
waterproof.  
Today we have begun our new unit focusing on plants 
by beginning our scientific investigation. Over the    
half-term we’ll be exploring what plants need to     
survive by growing broad beans in a range of            
environments. We’ve been making predictions and 
trying to support our reasoning with scientific           
evidence. 
 
In English we have started our new unit inspired by 
the book ‘This Is How We Do It’ by Matt LaMothe. We 
are working towards writing a recount style letter and 
began by reading a letter from The Queen!  
Year 2 are working really hard on their letter             
formation and handwriting because after half term we 
will begin looking at writing in pen ready for Year 3!  
Year 1 are focusing on applying their knowledge of 
phonics to complicated words and spelling red words 
correctly (these are words that can’t be sounded out).  
 
We are looking at sculptures in art this half-term. This 
week we created snails from clay, focusing on etching 
patterns using a range of tools. The class did a great 
job retrieving their understanding seven elements of 

Tawny Owls 

Welcome Back Tawny Owls!  

What a busy week it’s been!  

 

Within our English lessons we have been exploring items called Flotsam that are 

washed up at the beach and we have started describing the many exciting settings  

within the story.  

 

In our Reading lessons we are have studied the story ‘The Lion, The Witch and The 

Wardrobe’ this is a book from our whole school Reading Spine. We are just dipping in to 

the first few chapters so we get to know characters and settings and then may want to 

read on to find out more, independently.  

 

Within our Geography lessons we are studying rivers and we have explored rivers 

across the globe.  

 

In our Art lessons we are studying the very famous painter Vincent Van Gogh. We 

have  created colour wheels, explored how we can mix and make different colours and 

then we drew our own self portraits - mirroring that of Van Gogh’s famous portraits.  

 

In Computing we have started to share ideas regarding how to stay safe online and 

what happens to information that we share.  

 

We have also begun our new unit of Science work studying Space and our Solar     

System.  



 Eagle Owls 

Geography 
 

In Geography the children of Eagle Owls are learning all about population. For our first lesson 
of this sequence, the children learnt about: how many people live on planet Earth, how they are 
distributed globally and also what the population density of the UK is. They did fantastically well 

at interpreting different graphs, maps and keys to understand and gain this knowledge.  

 

Reading for Pleasure 

 

The children are really excited about our new class ‘Reading Spine Books’ and which they will 

be able to have as their reading book for both school and home reading time. 

We will also be shortly introducing a whole school Reading Reward Scheme so please watch 

this space for more details on this shortly. 

Art 

This half term the children will be focusing on ‘Still Life Composition’. This will involve the    
children creating a variety of still life pieces influenced by different artists and using a range of 

mediums. For our first lesson, the children created their own still life composition using objects 
from home and which meant something to them and using pencils. 


